Ci: a complex transducer of the hedgehog signal.
Recent progress has unveiled Cubitus interruptus (Ci) as a complex transcription factor whose diverse activities as an activator and repressor are regulated by its proteolysis, localization and concentration. The principal role of Ci is to elaborate the developmental program directed by the morphogen Hedgehog (Hh), and it uses its various activities to target the expression of key downstream genes to different spatial domains. Here, we highlight recent advances in the Ci story, and discuss remaining questions whose resolution promise to help explain how morphogens like Hh signal their distant targets.